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TKD Times’ Person of Interest

“Vision Today for Vision Tomorrow:  The 
story of a blind Martial Artist who brought 

vision to the eyes of a young warrior”
By: Grandmaster Kenneth P. MacKenzie & Chief Master Robert J. Ott  Edited by: Karlene Dolan

As life passes for the majority of us living 
creatures the fortunate ones begin to recognize 
and value the differences between intelligence 
and wisdom.  Often humans need a reason 
and, or, feeling of fairness before he can accept 
himself for who he is; looking in the mirror, he 
has an understanding of himself in comparison 
to others.  I am so grateful that my mind has 
come to understand that words such as “perfect”, 
“flawless”, “unstoppable”, “fearless”, and, of 
course, “fair” have been created to be utilized 
as tools when expressing ourselves to others.  
Nevertheless, even with myself knowing these 
words are only made up, there is rarely a day 
that goes by where I don’t use them.  Using these 
words simplifies life and assists us in sharing 
our feelings to others; they help us communicate 
emotions such as, happiness and sadness.  One 
must understand that we use the word, “perfect”, 
but must be held accountable when perfection 
fails us.  They psychologically assist us on our 
life journey and we find an appreciation for them 
because they make reality easier to grasp, but 
we must recognize the true meaning behind the 
façade of the letters.
I sing those words from an Eddie Money song, “I 
want to go back and do it all over but I can’t go 
back I know”.  Truth be told, if I could go back to 
the night I lost my vision via a man putting a gun 
to my head and pulling the trigger, all that I have 
created in this world would not exist today.  That 
realization was shared with me by my daughter, 
Savannah, one evening prior to going to bed.  
Looking right into my eyes, she explained to me 
that if what happened to me would have never 
come to be, then I wouldn’t have moved to the 
Great Northwest, been introduced to Mommy 
(my wife, Kimberly), and, “Daddy, I wouldn’t be 
here with you”.  I could feel tears welling up. She 

was right; without all the rest, I wouldn’t have 
this beautiful, perfect, priceless, and flawless 
daughter in my arms and in my life.  My story 
and demonstration of, “Certain Victory”  
(“Pil-Sung” in Korean) have influenced my 
daughter’s life, and also made positive differences 
to thousands of people around the world that 
would have never come to be.
My daughter Savannah turned 10 years of age in 
May of 2012 and I truly felt in my heart that it 
was time to bring her back 
to my original hometown, 
and show her all of what has 
made me who and what I am 
today, something I’ve been 
waiting to do since her birth.  
I was nervous, concerned, 
and in fear even though I 
knew in my heart and mind 
that it was the right thing 
and time to do.  With the 
utmost support of my wife, 
Kimberly, and my assistant, 
Shawna; I, a blind martial 
artist, was able to bring 
vision to the eyes of a young 
warrior!  On October 6, 2012, the 22nd year 
anniversary of when I became blind, Kimberly 
and I had a dozen roses delivered to my daughter.  
There was an enormous amount of happiness 
shared between all of us that day.  I remember 
clearly my daughter, Savannah, opening the door 
and exclaiming, “The flowers are for me!”  She 
ran into the kitchen where both my wife and I 
expressed a look of true surprise, pretending as 
if we had nothing to do with what was going on. 
All the while secretly harboring our elation at 
how well our surprise was going.  With my wife 
filming with her camera, I shouted, “You better 
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not have any boyfriends in your life!  Open that 
card and read it out loud so we know who those 
are from!”  Little did she realize, as her mouth 
spoke out the words, that she was about to read 
her dream come true:

“Roses are red and violets are blue, 
Today my daughter, Savannah, makes 

twenty-two years of blindness 
Yet through my heart there exists  

a true vision of love  
That enables me to always see you each day. 
Both Mommy and Daddy have news to share 
For on November 23rd, you will be getting on  

a plane and flying through the air. 
Savannah Banana, our true Tropicana 

congratulations. We love you and 
 don’t ever forget it! 

Love, Daddy and Mommy”

As she did her best to finish the last sentence 
with a crackle in her voice, I knew in my heart 
a scream of happiness was coming.  Turns out a 
scream of happiness ended up not even coming 
close to the description of sound my ears began 
to hear.  Savannah exploded into tears, grabbed 
her mother and I with hugs of unexplainable 
happiness.  I truly could not keep from having 
little tears of happiness running down my cheeks 
during that hug and it will be a moment to never 
forget.
During this trip, much of what my mind 
absorbed, felt, and breathed is not easily 
expressed in words; possibly no words can 
truly define or explain the profoundness of 
this trip for my family and legacy.  Since I 
have myself been lost for words to describe 
what I was feeling, I pass this story onto 
the eyes of a man who has been my 
brother for the past 30 years of 
my life.  I now share the story 
of our journey and the story 
of, “Vision today for vision 
tomorrow” through the mind, 
heart, and spirit of my brother, 
Grandmaster Kenneth 
P. MacKenzie.  Not 
only has this man been 
in my life prior to the 
blindness, but he has been 
there just as much, if not 

more, after my blindness.  He has been a leader, 
and a “Flowering Warrior” to my life and soul.  
His actions, words, and beliefs following my 
horrific change in life on October 6, 1990 were 
clearly a part of the ingredients that have given 
me purpose and reason for living.  Truly you will 
feel, taste, and smell the vision that this story has 
brought to many lives; enjoy!
I introduce to you, Grandmaster Kenneth P. 
MacKenzie…
Hosting Chief Master Robert Ott at my southern 
New Jersey-based dojangs is always a treat for me 
and my many students. This Thanksgiving’s visit 
by Robert, my best friend and a true ‘Hapkido-
Brother’, was made especially memorable, as his 
beautiful daughter Savannah made the voyage 
with him. It was Savannah’s first trip to the east-
coast; the place where Robert was born, raised, 
became a prominent martial arts competitor 
and teacher. It was also the place where he 
ultimately lost his eyesight. Robert’s first stop 
was to surprise both his mother and father for the 
holiday.  They had no idea that he, their grand 
daughter, Savannah, and personal assistant, 
Shawna were coming! 
On top of visiting with so many family members 
and friends, the highlight of Robert’s trip was to 
take Savannah through a tour of his earlier life. 
I was honored to pilot this trip, knowing all of 

the hot-spots and places of historical 
significance for this now world famous 
martial artist, motivational speaker, 
businessman, and leader. Following a 
nice early breakfast, the day started 

with a visit to Robert’s childhood 
home(s) and former High School 
in Runnemeade, NJ. Even 
being completely blind, feeling 
every turn of the vehicle and 
bump in the road, Robert had a 

keen sense as to where he was 
at all times. It was magical to 
witness him pointing his finger 
ahead, then to the right and left, 

showing his daughter 
local landmarks.  
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He reflected upon funny and related stories (too 
many to list) from our childhood and teen years as 
young “Moo-Sa” (Martial Artist).
The most emotional part of the trip was a brief 
drive-by of the location where Robert had been 
shot...over 22 years ago. With the hint of a tear in 
her eye, Savannah took a photo of the spot with 
her mind’s camera. Not much more was said at that 
place, as we continued towards Philadelphia, Pa. 
The bridge that we took to cross into Philadelphia 
was the Benjamin Franklin Bridge. Robert’s Great-
grandfather (Pierce Ott) was one of the original 
workers who built this massive structure many 
years ago, and was the first ever to have crossed it. 
Savannah could feel her Dad’s pride as he explained 
the story. Once in Philadelphia, we toured the Art 
Museum, home of the iconic ‘Rocky’ statue from 
the movie series, “Rocky”. Once part of the training 
regiment adopted by Robert and I as young fighters, 
Savannah and Shawna even ran up and down the 
famous Art Museum steps, just as ‘Rocky’ himself 
did so many years ago. Lunch was in Chinatown 
(one of the biggest in the USA), Philadelphia at the 
Joy Tsin Lao. Robert and I had eaten lunches and 
dinners there many dozens of times over the years 
as teens. We explored Asian culture, the mysteries 
of traditional martial arts, and more during those 
years. Following lunch, and some shopping in 
Chinatown (Savannah likes to shop!), we toured 
Philadephia a bit more before crossing back into 
southern New Jersey.
Once back in New Jersey, our next stop was at 
Cooper Hospital & Trauma Center in Camden, NJ, 
one of the most dangerous cities in America. It was 
here that the medical team had done the impossible 
back in 1990; they saved Robert’s life following a 
gun-shot wound to the head. Ironically, the newest 
and largest addition to this massive medical center 
is named “Robert’s Pavilion”, a fitting name for 
sure. Even in her youth, Savannah was able to gain 
a much clearer perspective on where her father had 
come from, what he had gone through, and how far 
he has come. Emotions were high, as was family 
pride. The final stop before heading to my dojang 
in Voorhees, NJ, was a stop at the site that had once 
been Robert’s dojang, ‘Ott’s Traditional Martial 
Arts Institute’ (TMI). Now a hair and nail salon, 
the proprietors were more than welcoming as we 
stopped in for some photos. Robert and I could still 
feel the ‘dojang energy’ in the air. It was a happy 
moment.

The seminar back at the headquarters location of 
‘MacKenzie’s TaeKwon-Do & Hapkido Institute’ 
was highly anticipated and very well attended. 
Students and instructors of all ages and ranks 
filled the large, matted room. Robert’s presentation 
included history, philosophy, demonstrations, and 
Hapkido skill work. His ability to command a room, 
his use of levity, and sheer energy were more than 
captivating. 
As I knew they would be, the seminar participants 
left after being highly motivated and, more 
importantly, inspired. I am always saddened when 
it’s time to part ways and 3000 miles does seem 
like a great distance. Even so, weekly phone calls, 
e-mails, and a mutual passion for the martial 
arts and life, have kept our brotherly spirit alive 
and strong. Always looking forward to our next 
visit...”Pil-Sung”
Along with Grandmaster Kenneth P. MacKenzie, 
Chief Master George C. Heath, and all of the 
students who train at their dojangs and who 
have been a part of making this journey the true 
success that it has become, I, Chief Master Robert 
J. Ott, personally thank you and wish you all the 
best.  I would also like to give my gratitude and 
thankfulness to the Damerau Family, Ott Family, 
especially my wife, Kimberly, for their outstanding 
support.  My life is a continual success thanks to 
that support and unconditional love they give me.  
I’d like to further thank our housekeeper, Cindy; 
personal driver, Greg; manager, Russell; chef, 
Murp; assistants, Christa and Shawna; and lastly my 
editor, Karlene who all deserve a standing ovation 
for assisting me in making this trip a true reality.
-For more information about Chief Master Robert J. 
Ott, how to purchase his book, seminars, certification 
and the 2014 Super Northwest International Korean 
Martial Arts Seminar (Featuring Grandmaster Dr. 
He Young Kimm, Grandmaster Rudy Timmerman, 
Grandmaster Kenneth P. MacKenzie, Chief Master 
Kevin Janisse, Head Master Daniel Sijtsma & Hosted 
by Chief Master Robert J. Ott) Please feel free to go 
to my website:  www.certainvictory.com
*See the following advertisement
-For more information on the World Sin Moo 
Hapkido Federation membership, certification and 
other under the Founder Doju Nim Grandmaster 
Ji Han Jae and President Grandmaster Kenneth P. 
MacKenzie please go to the following website:  www.
MacKenziesMartialArts.com 

taekwondotimes.com / May 2013 15



Certain Victory

Setting the Course DVD
Demonstrating the proper 
ways in hosting seminars, 
teaching & unifi cation of 
Korean Martial Artists, 
this DVD focuses on fellow 
Moosa working together 
to ensure our continuous 

progress while living and breathing true 
Korean Martial Arts.

$19.95 + shipping and sales tax

Certain Victory Documentary
This fi lmed documentary 
follows the extraordinary 
life of Chief Master Robert 
J. Ott, and the journey that 
lives and breathes Pil-Sung. 
Defi nitely an inspirational 
story worth having.

$29.95 + shipping and sales tax

Certain Victory Audio Book
Voice talent Wayne June 
reads Certain Victory. 
Includes a bonus DVD with 
interviews and photos from 
Robert’s family & friends 
during the book’s writing.

$29.95 - 9 CDS/I DVD + shipping and sales tax

Find out more
Find these and other great items at 
taekwondotimes.com & certainvictory.com.

For information on seminars, workshops for 
self-defense and martial arts or to request 
having Robert speak at your next event, please 
send an email to pilsung@comcast.net.

progress while living and breathing true $29.95$29.95

Certain Victory Special Edition
A treasure for any true Korean Martial Arts student or instructor. This 
Flowering Warrior-crafted special edition includes the original biography 
Certain Victory and 9 newly written chapters, updated photos, biographies, 
philosophies, and a chapter on Tae Kwon Do Times Magazine.  Also 
included is a pull-out poster describing the Flowering Warrior Enterprises 
logo and the DVD Setting the Course.

$49.95 + shipping and sales tax

$18.95 (PAPERBACK BOOK ONLY) + shipping and sales tax

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR THE KINDLE READER AND THE BARNES & NOBLE NOOK


